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SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER- 
SALISTS. 

The ministers and delegates composing the South- 
ern Association, convened according to adjourn- 
ment at the house of Br. Thomas G. Farnsworth, 
in Stafford, (Con.) on Tuesday the 10th of June, 
1823. Commenced the labours of the Session by 
uniting in solemn and fervent prayer with Br. Da- 
vid Pickering. 

Br. Hosea Battov, Moderator. 

Br. Ricwarp Carrigue, Clerk. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The ministers and messengers composing the 
Southern Association, vaited in Christian fellow- 
ship, and enjoying that hope of eternal life, “ which 
God that cannot lie promised before the world be- 
gan,” send Christian salutation to their brethren, 
possessing like Christian faith, and who, relying on 
the word of promise, and believing all things writ- 
ten in the Jaw and the prophets, look forward with 
joy and gladness; beholding with the Ere of faith, 
that glorious period, when every creature which is 
in heaven and on earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them shall 
join in one anthem of grateful praise; singing in 
the spirit of holy and sincere affection, Blessing 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever. 

Beloved Brethren—It has pleased the Lord of the 
harvest to strengthen the hands of his servants, whom 
he has called to the work of the gospel ministry, 
by granting them the pleasing satisfaction of be- 
holding their labours effective of much good, in 
liberating the mind from the bondage of supersti- 
tion and bigotry ; removing the dark cloud of ig- 
norance, which has long separated men from their 
God; and enabling them through the knowledge of 
the truth, to look unto the Creator of all things, as 
their Father and friend, relying on his promises, 
trusting in his goodness and mercy. 

A goodly number of brethren united in one faith 
and one hope, were indulged with the opportunity of 
meeting together, to consult on those measures best 
calculated to promote the cause of righteousness 
and truth ; to give energy to them who labour in the 
vineyard of the gospel; and strength to those, who, 
having received the testimony of God’s universal 
benevolence, rejoice to behold the Captain of their 
salvation, going forth a victorious conqueror, sub- 
duing all things unto himself; causing the light of 
divine truth to beam upon the understanding, and 
the spirit of heaven-born charity to take possession 





The labours of the session were rendered truly 
encouraging to those, who are called, like the apos- 
tle of the Lamb, to labour and suffer reproach for 
believing in the living God, who is the Saviour of 
all men, by learning from each other the prosper- 
ous state of the churches and societies in fellowship 
with this association ; to hear of their goodly order, 
their unanimity, harmony and peace, their conti- 
nued increase in numbers, in faith, and in love. We 
had the satisfaction of receiving two new societies 
into fellowship, and also of granting letters to two 
young brethren, who have renounced the traditions 
of men; received the gospel of the Lord Jesus in 
its purity and simplicity, unshackled with creeds of 
human invention; and who have come forward in 
behalf of their divine Master, declaring that “God 
is in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.” The high 
recommendation we received of the moral rectitude, 
humility, and talents of our young brethren, induces 
us to believe they will be faithful and useful in the 
gospel ministry, and to bid them welcome to the 
joys and pleasures, the trials, crosses, and persecu- 
tions which in common with us they will have to 
encounter and pass through. In the midst of trials 
they will remember, that the Master whom they 
serve, endured the bitter persecutions and revilings 
of men, and notified his servants that they would 
experience the same. The grace of our God will 
for ever be found sufficient to support in the midst 
of trials, and the spirit of universal love, will enable 
them manfully to fight tHe good fight of faith, and 
in meekness to endeavour to instruct those, who, 
through ignorance, oppose themselves to the gospel 
of Christ. 

The Father of our spirits smiled upon us during 
the session, granting us a large and attentive audi- 
ence; giving animation and zeal to those engaged 
in the songs of the temple ; and wisdom and energy 
to his servants, who enjoy the happy lot of admin- 
istering the bread and waters of life, feeding the 
flock of God with the heavenly manna ; and refresh- 
ing the thirsty soul from the pure chrystal stream 
of eternal life. Our hearts burned within us when 
the messengers of peace declared from the divine 
word that “God is love,” and shewed, in the de- 
monstration of the spirit, that the Lord is good, im- 
partially good to all his creatures, and that his ten- 
der mercies are over all the works of his hands. 
Believing that God loved us even when we were 
dead in sins, and has promised us Mife in his Son, 
which promise is confirmed by the oath of Jehovah, 
we were peisuaded to flee for refuge to lay bold on 
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enjoy all that consolation, peace, and rest, which is 
the effect of confidence in the divine word of our 
heavenly Father. And as the believers in that gos- 
pel which God preached to Abraham, saying, “ In 
thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed ;” 
being turned every one from his iniquities, are 
every where spoken against, we were invited to 
enter into a careful examination of the doctrine, 
as taught by the apostles and primitive Christians, 
and the reception they met with from the opposers 
of the gospel. It was ascertained, that the apostles 
were every where spoken against, persecuted, ill- 
treated, their preaching mis:epresented, and them- 
selves represented as disturbers of the peace, and 
the corrupters of the morals of mankind. But even 
in that stage of prejudice and darkness, there were 
some found whose honesty and love of truth in- 
duced them to inquire of the apostles themselves, 
respecting the doctrines they taught. From this fact 
the following useful lessons were impressed upon 
the mind, that the best and surest way to obtain a 
correct knowledge of the sentiments embraced by 
any particular sect of men, is to go to them for in- 
formation, and not to the enemies and opposers of 
their sentiments, who from sinister motives might 
be induced grossly to misrepresent their system of 
faith; which in the most clear and lucid manner 
was shown to be the case, with those who oppose 
the doctiine of universal benevolence, who most 
ciuelly and wickedly misrepresent the doctrine; 
and say, that we believe in certain things, which we 
condemn and reject, as inconsistent and absurd. 

Fully persnaded, that iniquity abounds with many 
who verily believe, that by opposing those who dif- 
fer from them in religious sentiments, they are 
doing God service, and who have adopted cm 
popish doctrine, that the end sanctifies the means ; 
our miads were prepared to enter into the investi- 
gation of the causes which produced those effects. 
It was shown by convincing and incontrovertible 
proof, that men in all ages have endeavoured to 
imitate the God whom they worshipped, and that the 
characters of men were generally formed, accord- 
ing to the views they entertained of their God. 
When men behold the Almighty as a sovereign 
tyrant, implacable and cruel; revengeful, passion- 
ate, and unjust; deceiving his offspring with pro- 
mises of life, when he means their eternal ruin; 
expressing a willingness that all men should be 
saved, while he has a secret, determined, and irrevo- 
cable wit, that acertain portion should suffer his 
wrath for ever and ever; they being transformed 
into the image of this God, practise those cruelties 
and deceptions, which they suppose him to perform 
towards men; and consider themselves as posses- 
sing all religion and piety, while they are violating 
those heavenly virtues contained in the religion of 
Jesus. 

Our public services closed with the solemn and 
important services of ordaining, and settjng apart a 
brother to the important duties of the gospel minis- 
try. The candidate, and his brother labourers in 
the vineyard of God, were sensibly impressed with 
the truth of the declaration, made by St. Paul, that 


we ought not to preach ourselves, but Jesus Chrise 
the Lord, and to consider ourselves the servants 0; 
the people for Jesus’s sake. That we ought ever to 
preach Christ, as he was preached by the prophets 
of old. As the promised seed, in whom all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed. As the finishey 
of sin; the bruiser of the serpent’s head ; and as the 
King of Zion, who must reign until he hath subdued 
all things unto himself, and reconciled all things to 
God. That we preach Jesus as he preached him- 
self; the way, the truth, and the life. The Saviour 
of the world, and the RESTORER of men to holiness 
and to happiness. 

In the midst of our joys, we found cause for re 
gret and heart-felt sorrow, being called upon to 
notice certain publications, laid before the public 
by brethren in the fellowship of this association, 
which, we fear, has a tendency to dissolve the bond 
of union, which has so long happily existed: to give 
the enemy an opportunity for triumph; and to 
wound the feelings of the lovers of truth and righ- 
teousness. We earnestly hope, and indulge our- 
selves in the belief, that the cloud which has inter- 
rupted our felicity will be but transient and of mo- 
mentary duration. That the all piercing rays of 
the sun of Love will dissolve the cloud, and that the 
spirit of divine benevolence and fraternal affection, 
will disperse every deleterious particle, that poisons 
the cup of blessing, and destroys fellowship among 
brethren. We beseech you brethren, believers with 
us in the faith of Abraham, in the name of the God 
and Father of our spirits, that ye live together in 
love. Let no trifling peculiarities of religious opi- 
nion break your fellowship with one another. While 
each one considers it his privilege and right to think 
for himself on the important concerns of religion, 
and to determine according to the evidences he re- 
ceives from the divine testimony, as to points of 
doctrine, yet let each consider, that others enjoy 
the same privileges in common with himself. Let 
us then, as believers in the ultimate restitution of 
all things (or all men) to holiness and happiness, 
obey the golden rule, by doing unto others, as we 
would that they should do unto us. Let the divine 
and glorious hope of meeting each other, and the 
whole family of mankind, in the kingdom of peace 
and eternal enjoyment, keep alive in our hearts the 
power of love, unite us in all the energies of broth- 
erly affection, and enable us to live in fellowship, 
and in the faithful discharge of every moral obliga- 
tion: that we may put to silence the gainsaying of 
the ‘enemy, and as labourers together in one com- 
mon cause, spread the joyful tidings of peace and 
salvation among the children of men, gladdening 
their hearts with the hope of eternal life. 

Brethren, we commend you to God, and the 
word of his grace; devoutly praying, that you may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour by well or- 
dered lives and conversation; that you may enjoy 
divine consolation in the hour of death, and at last 
be received into glory. 

Per Order, 
R. CARRIQUE . 





Hartford Religious Inquirer. 
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THE TRIUMPH OF TRUTH. 
(Concluded from page 60.) 

After I had ended my speech, a justice of the 
peace, one Rupert Humpatch, got up, went to the 
judge, laid his hand upon the judge’s shoulder, and 
said, My lord, I know this man to be an honest man ; 
and what I say, I speak not by hearsay, but expe- 
rience; for I was his next door neighbour three 
years. Also another justice spoke to the same ef- 
fect. Then the judge spoke to me: Mr. Elwall, I 
perceive you have studied very deeply into this con- 
troversy ; but have you ever consulted any of our 
reverend clergy, and bishops of the church of En- 
gland? I answered, yes, I have ; and among others, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury himself, with whom 
I have exchanged ten letters, viz. four I have had 
from him, and six he has had from me. [At which 
words, all the priests stared very earnestly.] Well, 
says the judge, and was not the archbishop able to 
give you some satisfaction in these points, Mr. El- 
wall? I said no; but rather quite the reverse; for 
that in ali the letters I sent the archbishop, I ground- 
ed my arguments upen the word of God and his 
prophets, Christ and his apostles; but in his an- 
swers to me, he referred me to acts of parliamenf, 
and declarations of state, &c. whereas I told the 
bishop, in one of my letters, that I wondered a man 
of his natural and acquired abilities, should be so 
weak as to turn me over to human authorities, in 
things of a divine nature ; for though in all things 

‘that are of a temporal nature, and concern the civil 
society, “I will be subject to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake ; even from the king upon 
the throne, down to the meanest officer in the land ; 
but in things that are of a spiritual nature, and con- 
cern my faith, my worship of God, and future 
state, I would ‘ call no man father here upon earth,’ 
nor regard either popes or councils, prelates or 
priests of any denomination, nor convocations, nor 
assemblies of divines; but obey God and _ his 
prophets, Christ and his apostles.” Upon which 
the judge answered, Well, if his Grace of Canter- 
bury was not able to give you satisfaction, Mr. El- 
wall, I believe I shall not; and so sat down and 
rested him, for I think he had stood up for near an 
hour and a quarter. 

Then he stood up again, and turning to the 
priests, talked softly to them. I did not hear what 
he said, or what they said to him; but I guessed 
from what the judge said next; for, says he, Mr. 
Elwall, you cannot but be sensible that what you 
have writ, being contrary to the commonly received 
doctrines of the church, it has given offence to some 
of your neighbours, and particularly to the clergy ; 
are you willing to promise, before the face of the 
country here, that you will not write any more on 
this head ? I answered, God forbid that I should 
make thee any such promise ; for when I wrote this 
book, I did it in the fear of God ; and I did not write 
it to please the church of Rome, nor the church of 
England, nor the church of Scotland ; but to please 
that God who gave me my breath ; and therefore, if 
at any time I find myself drawn forth to write in de- 

fence of this sacred first commandment, or any of 





the ten, I hope I shall do it in the same spirit of sin- 
cerity as I have done this. And I perceived the 
judge was not in any wise displeased at my honest, 
plain, and bold answer, but rather his heart seemed 
to be knit in love to me; and he soon declared me 
acquitted: and the clerk of the arraigns, or assizes, 
stood up, and said, Mr. Elwall you are acquitted ; 
you may go out of court when you please. 

So I went away through a very great crowd of 
people (for it was thought there was a thousand 
people at the trial) and having spoken long I was 
athirst, so I went to a well and drank. Then went 
out of town by a river-side, and looking about and 
seeing no one near, I kneeled down on the bank of 
the river and sent up my thank offering to that 
good God who had delivered me out of their hands. 

By the time that I returned to the town, the court 
was up and gone to dinner; a justice of peace and 
another person met me, and would have me eat and 
drink with them, which I did; and afterwards as I 
was walking along the street, some persons hove up 
a great sash-window, and invited me up to them, and 
when I entered the room, 1 found ten or a dozen 
persons, most of them justices of the peace, and 
amongst them a priest, whom they called Doctor. 
One of the justices took me by the hand, and said, 
Mr. Elwall, I am heartily glad to see you, and I was 
glad to hear you bear your testimony so boldly as 
you did. Yea, says another justice, and I was glad 
to see Mr. Elwall come off with flying colours as he 
did. 

Upon which the priest said (in a very bitter man- 
ner) “ He vught to have been hanged.” I turned 
unto him, and said, Friend, I perceive “ thou dost not 
know what spirit thou art of: for the Son of man 
came not to destroy, but to save,” but thou wouldest 
have me destroyed. Upon which one of the justices 
said, “ How now, Doctor, did not you hear one of 
the justices say, that he was an honest man, and that 
what he said, was not by hearsay, but by experience, 
and would have an honest man hanged, Doctor ? 
Is this good doctrine ?” So that the priest said but 
little more for some time. 

So I took leave of the justices, and took horse for 
Wolverhampton, for I knew there would be great 
joy in my family, for the common people all expect- 
ed to hear of my being fined and imprisoned. But 
a farmer that lived near, who had been upon the ju- 
ry at Stafford got to town before me, and the people 
went all up and asked him, what have they done 
to Mr. Elwall ? Have they put him in prison? He 
answered “ no, he preached there an hour together, 
and our parsons could say never a word. What 
must they put him in prison for? I told our fore- 
man of the jury, Mr. Elwall was an honest man, and 
his father was an honest man, I knew him very well.” 
So they were all damped. But there was great joy 
in my family, and amongst all my friends. Praises, 
living praises be attributed to that good God who 
delivered me out of their hands! 

Christ never told us of that scandalous popish 
invention, of his human nature praying to his divine 
nature: but, like a true obedient son of God, sub- 
mitted to death, even that cruel death which the ha- 
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tred and envy of persecuting wicked priests inflicted 
on him, because he had so plainly and truly told 
them their blindness, covetousness, pride and hy- 
pocrisy. And therefore God raised him from the 
dead ; and for his faithfulness, God has exalted nim 
to be a prince and a Saviour to all those that obey 
that pure doctrine which God gave him to teach; 
that denying ungodliness and sinful lusts, we should 
live soberly and righteously in this world. Then 
we are his disciples indeed, when we do those things 
that he hath commanded. Then shall we be saved, 
not by the merits of Christ, that is another popish 
invention ; for he never did any thing but what was 
his duty to do, and therefore could not merit any 
thing for others; but he taught us the true way 
to find acceptance with God, and that was by “ do- 
ing the will of his Father which isin heaven; and 
therein he is the way, the truth, and the life, because 
no one cometh unto the Father, but by that way.” 

Neither did he make satisfaction unto God for us. 
It was impossible; and what God never required : 
but “ he who had no pleasure in the death of sin- 
ners, but rather that they should turn from their 
wickedness and live,” out of the immutable height 
and depth of his love, directed our Lord Jesus 
Christ to teach mankind a never failing way of be- 
ing reconciled to God, and that was by sincere repent- 
ance and reformation. This was the gospel or good 
tidings of Jesus Christ, “ Repent ye, for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” He tells us, “ I am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance ;” and by that beautiful excellent parable of 
the prodigal son, he illustrates the tender mercy of 
his God, and our God, of his Father and our Fa- 
ther, without any satisfaction. The compassionate 
Father required none at all, but humble confession 
and submission, with sincere repentance, and refor- 
mation, and then comes the “ best robe, the ring, the 
shoes and fatted calf,” to demonstrate the paternal 
acceptance without satisfaction or sacrifice, “ but a 
broken and contrite heart which he will never re- 
fuse ;” for he can as soon cease to be God, as cease 
to be merciful. 

And as to the Trinitarians, nothing is more plain, 
than that they feed upon ashes; “ a deceived heart 
hath turned them aside, because they will not make 
use of those rational faculties which God hath given 
them; nor say, “Is there not a lie in my right 
hand ?” otherwise they would never flatter the hum- 
ble Jesus, nor make the most High God to be a plu- 
rality of persons. 

For as to the Holy Ghost (their third God) it is 
evidently no distinct person fiom God, any more 
than a man’s spirit is a distinct person from the man; 
so that the spirit of God is God’s spirit ; as is mani- 
fest from scripture and reason, Gen. vi. 3. “ My 
spirit shall not always strive with man—And the 
spirit of God moved on the face of the waters. And 
God said, Let there be light, and there was light. 
And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst 
of the waters. And God made all things by the 
word of his power.” So that the word of God and 
the spirit of God, are not distinct persons from God. 
So the word of a man and the spirit of a man, are 





not distinct persons from the man, but the than him- 
self; if his word be false, or his spirit be wicked, 
the man is false and wicked. 

The same degree of stupidity that leads Trinitari- 
ans to call the word of God, and the spirit of God, 
distinct persons, would lead them to call the wisdom 
of God, the goodness of God, the love of God, the 
peace of God, the power of God, and the mercy of 
God, distinct persons ; and make God to be a trini- 
ty of trinities: for it is certain, God is expressly 
called by those names. 

But whoever goes about to father this absurd and 
horrid doctrine of the Trinity upon Jesus Christ, 
does egregiously abuse him; who told us plainly, 
“ his Father was greater than he ; and that he could 
do nothing of himself,” which is a demonstration 
that he is not God: for we are sure God is omnipo- 
tent, and can do all things of himself ;—being self- 
existent, and independent, the supreme Creator of 
the universe ; and in this it is, that the Unitarians 
triumph as unanswerable, believing in Jesus Christ, 
who told us his Father was “the only true God.” 
John xvii. 3. By these last words of Christ, I my- 
self was convinced many years ago. 

—=p>-—— 
DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY 
CONSIDERED, 
IN REFERENCE TO DR. CUMMING’S OPINIONS, &c. 

The limits of a single Number not admitting of 
an extensive view and examination of the modern 
hypothesis of three persons in one being, we pur- 
pose, with the present opportunity, to show the ab- 
surdity and falsehood of this popular Polytheism 
more fully. The advocates of this hypothesis, 
aware that the Scriptures nowhere avow a plurality 
of existence in the Deity, save in one passage, which 
is an acknowledged interpolation, endeavour to 
support it on the supposition of evidence being found 
in the Scriptures where the “ personal pronouns 
I, Thou, and He, are used by the Deity when 
speaking of Himself.” In our last Number we 
stated, that “ personal pronouns have a direct appli- 
cation to man.” But, we say, that to the Deity, 
their application must, of necessity, be indirect. 
God has “ spoken by the mouth of all his holy proph- 
ets.” It is the mouth of man, who speaks of God 
Now the sticklers for this hypothesis, knowing full 
well the unity of God, and the cloud of witnesses 
which prove it, acknowledge the unity of God ; and, 
strange to relate, call those infidels, deists, and athe- 
ists, who will not admit and believe that one is three, 
and three are onE! 

Dr. Cumming, in a moment of abstraction from 
Calvinism we presume, committed himself, and 
introduced a species of argument against himself, 
the most irresistible that can be imagined. He has 
admitted for truth, one of the greatest truths which 
the mind of any man can conceive, namely—that the 
idea of three BEINGS existing in one BEING, would 
be a palpable absurdity. It would. It would be the 
greatest absurdity. For there is but ONE Being 
in the universe ; and that Being is GOD. As saith 
the Scriptures, “ In Him we live, move, and have 
our being.” Will Dr. C. pause—recollect, and 
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sather his scattered senses, and remember, that be- 
ing and existence are one! We read, “ As the Fa- 
ther hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself.” Can you give without com- 
municating ? No! The Father, then, hath commu- 
picated existence and being to the Son. Now read 
the declaration of the “ Mediator between God and 
man, who is the man Christ Jesus.” “ Because J 
live, ye shall live also.” Then, when this takes 
place, existence, being, &c. will be communicated to 
man in the aggregate. You may now see the mean- 
ing of the declaration, “ that God may be all in all.” 
God is existence or being. When God is all, (or 
all God is) in all, then immortality will be man’s. 
Transporting thought! Death, where now is thy 
sting ? Grave, hell, all the horrors and terrors of 
blinded man, where art thou now, where is thy vic- 
tory ? I fear thee not. [ am allied to Omnipotence ! 
My bosom is steeled with the being of Jehovah ; 
and my life, is the existence of my Father God! 
There never lived the man, whose eyes were opened 
to see his affinity with God, through the Mediator, 
the link in the chain that binds man to heaven, whose 
bosom could tremble in view of all the horrors which 
a miserable priestcraft has engendered in darkness, 
and hatched in the cave of superstition. No! 
“ They who put their trust in the Lord, shall be as 
mount Zion, which cannot be removed.” When 
Jehovah is destroyed, they are destroyed, and never 
till then! Their mouth speaks what the abundance 
of the heart dictates—“* God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore 
will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of 
the sea!” 

Again : Bring forward your “ personal pronouns,” 
and let them dwindle in the presence of the follow- 
ing testimony—* But I would have you know, that 
the Head of every man is Christ ; and the head of 
the woman is the man; and the Head of Christ is 
God.” 1 Cor. xi. 3. There is the same affinity be- 
tween Christ and every man, as between the woman 
and the man. This is the figure. And you will 
please to remember, The Head of the whole, of 
Christ, is GOD! Behold, ALL creation in UNI- 
TY! A body, whose Head is God. The members 
all men. “God, all in all.” Then, astonishing 
thought! The Godhead will dwell with, and 
be in all men, bodily. For “ God will be all in 
all.” 

Reader, you have seen a single cloud, borne 
aloft on purest ether, swimming on the splendid 
bosom of a summer’s sky. It has melted in your 
vision,—left the blue expanse of heaven without a 
spot. So clear is the mental heaven of Truth, where 
God resides. So melts and disappears the traditions 
of man; leaving the vast expanse a splendid con- 
cave, an ocean of light, without an intervening mist 
to dim the believer’s eye. God is the “ God of the 
spirits of all flesh ;” and “ God is a Spirit.” “ God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself ;” 
“God is the Head of Christ;” and “ Christ the 
Head of every man!” If you believe this, you be- 
lieve your destiny is in the hands of your Father. 











Confide in your Father, for your Father is God, and 
“GOD IS LOVE.” 

Note—We feel on this subject, as we should feel, 
and experience the same sensations which we should 
experience, were we to stand under the canopy of 
heaven at noon-day, and in the full blaze of a meri- 
dian sun, produce arguments to prove that it is day, 
and not night ! 

<> -— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
NATURAL MAN AGAIN. 

It will be recollected that man, in this state of 
existence, is a compound being. The Scriptures 
speak of a “ mortal body, a new man in Jesus 
Christ,” and of an “ old man which is corrupt ;” 
these two distinct men tabernacle in the mortal 
body. This mortal body, taken in the abstract, is as 
sinless as a t@e or any inanimate substance, it may 
be merely the instrument of righteousness or un- 
righteousness, accordingly as it is actuated by an 
inward principle. “ Let not sin, therefore, reign in 
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof: neither yield ye your members @s instru- 
ments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield your- 
selves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righ- 
teousness unto God. Every sin that a man doeth, 
is without the body; but he that committeth forni- 
cation sinneth against his own body.” 

The new man in Jesus Christ, the new creature, 
the man in the image of God, the heavenly man, &c. 
are appellations which unquestionably mean one 
thing. This new man taken in the abstract, is holy, 
just, and good, “ Whosoever abideth in him sin- 
neth not. Little children let no man deceive you; 
he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he 
is righteous. Whosoever is born of God, doth not 
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God. A good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit. Whosoever believ- 
eth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God.” 

Man of sin, son of perdition, natural man, un- 
righteous, wicked, &c. are appellations, which, with- 
out doubt, mean one thing ; this man of sin, taken 
in the abstract, is unholy and entirely unclean. 
“And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always 
strive with man, for that he also is flesh,” &c. 
“ And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 
Gen. vi. 3. 5. Reader, you now see what man 
was, by nature, without the Spirit of God. Do you 
see any thing good in him? “ God is a Spirit.” 
And it is Tuts spirit which constitutes “ man in Je- 
sus Christ.” It is this Spirit which constitutes the 
immortal spirit. And, it is this Spirit that consti- 
tutes the immortal soul! Strip the compound man 
of this, and you make a mere devil of him. Look 
at Psalm xiv. 1—3. and Psalm Iviii. 1—6. there 
you will see, God looks down from heaven upon the 
children of men, natural men in the anstTRactT ; did 
you ever behold a more cursed character ? Can you 
behold the least particle of good in them? Mr. Edi- 
tor, where is your good natural man now ? How can 
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men be children of wrath by nature, if, as you say, 
they are only so by practice ? You often quote the 
following passage, “ without natural affection.” If 
the affections are good, they are not the productions 
of the natural man, because, you must recollect there 
is a “ divine nature,” as well as an earthly nature. 
‘* And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good ? 
there is none good but one, that is God.” 

In the following passages there are seeming con- 
tradictions ; but they are easily reconciled. “There 
is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and 
sinneth not.”—* Whosoever is born of God doth 
not commit sin.” In the first of these passages, the 
compound man is meant; in the second, the new 
man in Christ Jesus, taken abstractedly, is meant. 
Again. “ It is appointed unto man once to die.”— 
“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my 
saying, he shall never see death.” In the first of 
these, the compound man is meant, in the second, 
the new man in Jesus Christ, abstiactedly. Again. 
“ And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the bgok of life 
ef the Lamb,” &c. The natural man in the abstract 
worships the beast; the new man in Christ Jesus 
worships God. The natural man’s name, in the ab- 
stract, never was written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
The new man’s name was always written there. 

That these various appellations mean the spirit of 
the devil, and that they are the devil, I have no 
doubt; such as—the old man which is corrupt ac- 
cording to the deceitful lusts—man of sin—natural 
man, &e. Reader, take particular notice of the fol- 
lowing passages. “ He that committeth sin, is of 
the devil ; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. 
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, 
that he might destroy the works of the devil. In 
this, the children of God are manifest, and the child- 
ren of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness 
is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.” 
“ Behold, the devil shall cast some of you into 
prison.” How does the devil put people in prison ? 
Answer—By a wicked persecuting spirit, which is 
found in every zealot. This spirit is the old corrupt 
man, or in other words the devil. “ Now there was 
a day when the sons of God came to present them- 
selves before the Lord, and Satan came also arnong 
them.” ‘The circumstance of the sons of God, and 
Satan among them, means compound men, that is, 
the mortal body, man in the image of God, &c. 
“ And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest 
thou ? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, 
From going to and fro in the earth,” &c. The idea, 
of the Lord and Satan talking so freely together, 
signifies a bad spirit, examined by a good spirit, or 
i other words, the self-examination of a compound 
man. Satan’s “ going to and fro in the earth,” sig- 
nifies the roving, meddling disposition of the wicked 
thoughts and imaginations of the old man, which is 
the devil. Satan finding so much fault with Job, 
signifies the envious, malicious dispositions of peo- 
ple towards their rich or virtuous neighbours. “ De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” UNIVERSALIST. 

Remarks in our next Number, 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—Sométime past I heard a Sermon delivered 
by Dr. Griffin, from Luke xii. 16-20, from which 
he attempted to establish, as a truth, a future state 
of never-ending misery to finally impenitent sinners, 
In other words, all who die in unbelief. Among 
many other bold assertions, in his truly eloquent 
harangue, I noticed in particular the following ex- 
pression—* Many who are now within the sound of 
my voice, will wish they had been in perdition long 
before they had heard this Sermon.” I have now 
before me Mr. Hosea Ballou’s excellent “ Notes on 
the Parables.” Iam sorty he has not noticed the 
passage in question. Your sentiments on the sane 
will gratify and very much oblige yours, 

With high esteem and love. D. R. 

Newark (N. J.) July, 1823. 

LUKE X11, 16-20. 

“ And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plenti- 
fully. And he thought within himself, saying, What 
shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow 
my fruits? And he said, This will Ido: I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater ; and there will I 
bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall those things be which thou hast provided ?” 

This parable unquestionably had a primary appli- 
cation to the Israelitish nation. We consider the 
goods spoken of to be the same as the Gospel privi- 
leges which the Jews enjoyed during the preaching 
of Christ, which are alluded to in Matt. xxi. 43, 
* Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God 
shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof.” By night, we under- 
stand the close of the Jewish economy. The same 
as is expressed in the parable of the virgins, Matt. 
xxv. The Jews were those who laid up treasures 
for themselves, and were not rich towards God. 
“ Whose shall those things be which thou hast pro- 
vided?” Ans. The Gentiles. 

We have no objection, whatever, to consider this 
parable as having a direct application to every man 
under heaven. For, although its primary applica- 
tion was to the Pharisees of old, we think it will 
apply quite as well to modern Pharisees, whose 
faces, prayers, and pretensions, are quite as long as 
their prototypes. The exhortation of Christ, imme- 
diately following this parable, is a terrible reproof 
to our pious Doctor’s of Divinity. Christ says, 
“Therefore I say unto you, [his disciples} Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither 
for the body, what ye shall put on,” &c. Our pious 
Doctor’s, however, of all men, love the cash, and 
are anxiously engaged in procuring fat beef—fine 
clothes—and fine houses. Dr. Griffin would do well 
to face about, and look at the sums he has expended 
in holy luxury, and pious extravagance! To con- 
sider whether he has not laid up goods in his barns, 
and solaced himself with the riches and honours 
of the world, instead of the humble service and 
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charities of the meek and lowly christian. We 
would respectfully caution him, not to heat his 
hell more than is requisite to suit his own tempera- 
ment and feelings! 

There is one particular, however, which deserves 
special notice. Dr. Griffin is well acquainted with 
Hel. This is nothing new. In a sermon he 
preached sometime ago, he declared, that “ he saw” 
some of his hearers in the heli he is continually 
harping about. It appears now, that “ perdition” 
itself, (by which the Dr. means fire and brimstone 
for ever) is preferable to hearing his preaching. We 
will agree with him so far as this, that to a sensible, 
honest, humane person, something very disagreea- 
ble would seem quite as well as the Pharisaic rant, 
and absurd and wicked declarations which so often 
escape his lips in the pulpit. To us, we frankly de- 
clare, few things are more disagreeable, than the see- 
ing a pampered, proud Pharisee, swelling with pride 
and conceit, taking his Maker’s name in vain, swear- 
ing piously in the pulpit, and damning endlessly, with 
hellish satisfaction, and a demon’s rage, his brethren, 
whom he is bound to love as himself. To these de- 
scendents in principle and practice, of the ancient 
Pharisees, we apply the Saviour’s words—* Fe 
serpents, ye generation of vipers! how can ye es- 
cape the damnation of hell ?” 


-_—=f>— 
From the Edinburgh Christian Instructor. 
PATRICK HAMILTON, 
THE FIRST SCOTTISH REFORMER. 

This gentleman was of royal descent; a circum- 
stance, in Providence, that was subservient to raise 
more attention to his excellent doctrine, holy life, 
and patient suffering. He possessed a most amiable 
disposition, and was well educated. He was very 
early made abbot of Ferne, with a view to his being 


one day more highly preferred. At the age of 


twenty-three, he, with three companions, travelled 
into Germany in pursuit of religious knowledge, and 
coming into Wittenburgh, he met with Luther and 
Melancthon, with whom he held frequent and close 
conference, and by whom he was well instructed in 
the doctrines of the Gospel. He grew daily in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus, and being 
well established in the faith, and much improved in 
all useful learning, he returned with one of his com- 
panions to Scotland, desirous to impart the know- 
ledge of the true religion to his countrymen. With 
this view he began to preach the Gospel of Jesus, 
with great fervency and boldness, and to lay open 
the errors and corruptions of the church of Rome. 
This soon alarmed the whole body of the clergy, 
and particularly James Beaton, arch-bishop of St. 
Andrews, where, after several days conference, he 
was dismissed, Beaton seeming to approve of bis 
doctrine, and acknewledging that many things 
wanted reformation in the church. Mr. Hamilton 
not suspecting the malice and treachery of his ene- 
mies, remained in St. Andrews. There, after a 
mock trial, they proceeded to pronounce sentence 
upon him, as an obstinate heretic. Being thus con- 
demned, he was delivered over to the secular pewer; 





and after dinner, on the same day, the fire was pre- 
pared and he was led to execution. Neither the 
love of life, though in youth, or fear of this cruel 
death, could in the least move him from the truth 
he had boldly confessed. At the place of execu- 
tion he gave his servant, who had attended him, 
his gown, coat, and other £arments, saying, “ These 
are the last things you can receive from me, nor 
have I any thing more to leave you, but the exam- 
ple of my death, which I pray you to bear in mind; 
for though it be bitter to the flesh, and fearful before 
men, yet it is the entrance into eternal life.” When 
at the stake, he said, “How long, O Lord, shall 
darkness overwhelm this realm? And how long 
wilt thou suffer the tyranny of these wicked men ?” 
At length, with a loud voice, he cried, “ Lord Jesus 
receive my spirit,” and fell asleep, in the 25th year 
of his age, March 4, 1527. His youth, his learning, 
his Scriptural doctrine, his pious and amiable man- 
ner, and then, his heroic Christian death, recom- 
mended him to all. 


ii 


CORNER STONE. 

The ceremony of laying the Corner Stone, of the 
Charch now building by “ The Second Society of 
United Christian Friends,” in this city, took place 
on Thursday of last week, (the day first appointed 
being unfavourable.) The exercises were appropri- 
ate and interesting. Br. Mitchell officiated on this 
occasion, and delivered an Address, combining both 
the evidences and illustrations of the faith of Abra- 
ham, as well as answering, effectually, the objec- 
tions of opposers of the truth, that “ God is the Sa- 
viour of all men, especially of them that believe.” 
A large number attended, and the utmost decorum 
prevailed to the end of the exercises. The follow- 
ing are copies of the Inscriptions contained in the 
Corner Stone ; which inscriptions are safely depo- 
sited as a record for “ generations to come.” 

“To the Most High, the only living and true 
God, our heavenly Father, for his worship, and the 
knowledge, edification and happiness of all men, 
his children, We, the Trustees of the * Second Soci- 
ety of United Christian Friends in the city of New- 
York,’ dedicate and build this house; in full assur- 
ance of His countenance, assistance and protection ; 
to whom we look, now, henceforth and for ever, for 
all things; to whom be the ascriptions of power, 
wisdom, and glory. men. In the year of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, 1823. And the 48th year 
of the Independence of our beloved country. Names 
of Trustees, &c. 

“The Congregation who build this house, inform 
posterity, that they are believers in the doctrine of 
the “RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS.” Which doc- 
trine was first promulgated in these United States 
of America, by our brother in the Lord John Mur- 
ray, who landed on these shores from England, in 
the year of our Lord 1772. The First Society of 
this Faith in this city, now worship in she Brick 
Church in Duane-street, of which our Brother Ed- 
ward Mitchell is Pastor, who assisted in laying this 
corner stone, July 10, 1823.” 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL MERALD. 
“ Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees.” 

Where is your precedent for the ceremoniously 
laying the corner stone of a Meeting-house, with an 
address, &c.? Why at one corner more than an- 
other, or one house more than another? Where is 
your precedent for meeting house dedications ? 
What is the object? Where is your precedent for 
ordinations and installations ? Where is your prece- 
dent for brother A.’s travelling two or three hun- 
dred miles to preach an ordination sermon ; or bro- 
ther B.’s going a day’s journey to make a prayer; 
or brother C.’s giving the right hand of fellowship, 
or brother D.’s giving the charge ? &c. &c. &c. 

What use can these pageants be to an enlight- 
ened public, who profess to believe pomp and parade 
unnecessary to kindle the fire of devotion ? 

By giving the above a place in your paper, with, 
or without comment, you will oblige 

A SUBSCRIBER. 
ANSWER. 

We will be candid, and inform our correspondent 
of what we believe was the motive in laying the 
corner stone, &c. ceremoniously. A report had 
obtained very extensive circulation, that the Church 
would not be erected. Those friendly to the build- 
ing of this house, felt themselves authorized to give 
publicity to their intentions and acts, by any lawful 
means they could employ. They have obtained 
the desired end. The erroneous reports are con- 
tradicted, and many persons wishing well to this 
establishment are now rejoicing, who recently la- 
mented the supposed relinquishment of, what they 
considered to be, a necessary and laudable under- 
taking. 

The remaining interrogations of our correspond- 
ent we leave unanswered. They relate to transac- 
tions which we are not identified with. 

=a 
WORKS OF DARKNESS. 

A Methodist Sermon was recently put into our 
hands, from which we extract the following. “ As 
we have violated the precepts of the moral law, in 
thought, word, and deed, we are condemned by it, 
and are exposed to its inconceivably awful penalty— 
even to death eternal.” Again—* We are all ina 
state of guilt and condemnation, and in danger of 
everlasting misery. But Jesus has redeemed us from 
the curse of the law,” &c. We ask, What is the 
value of that redemption, which leaves the redeem- 
ed in danger of everlasting misery? We answer, 
and say, Not one pin! It is good for nothing. No 
wonder the Methodists weep, and wail, and gnash 
their teeth, at their meetings, if this is their faith. 
Their saviour is a poor one indeed. Their redemp- 
tion rotten at the core. And their condition, in 
danger of everlasting misery, is so terrible, that if 
they were to bawl and scream ten times as loud, if 
it were possible, it would well comport with their 
wretched state. Now we assure them, that a great- 
er falsehsod cannot be found, than this abominable 
doctrine. For the Scriptures nowhere declare that 
the penalty of the law is eternal (or endless) death. 
They do declare, of Christ, “in whom we have re- 


demption, even the forgiveness of sins.” Not dan- 
ger of everlasting misery. How long ye simple 
ones will ye love simplicity, and scorners delight in 
scorning, and fools hate knowledge ? 
—j>—_ 
CHURCH AND STATE, 
OR A NEW PULL AT AN OLD ROPE. 

The Reverend Doctor Gardiner Spring has pub- 
lished a pamphlet, an appeal to the public ; in which 
he has attempted to produce arguments and testimo- 
ny to enforce the observance of the Sabbath. The 
Doctor, we presume, and his compeers, ever since 
the Park affair, have felt the decline of their great- 
ness, and are now sensible, in earnest, that unless 
something can be found to trig the wheels of digni- 
ty, they will slip quite to the bottom of the hill of 
ecclesiastical preferment. We, al! things consider- 
ed, rather pity the Doctor and his associates. Alas! 
to be obiiged so soon, like his pious prototype, car- 
dinal Woolsey, to say, “ Here’s an end to all my 
greatness,” is truly lamentable. We purpose to take 
respectful notice of Dr. Spring’s work, which, these 
hard times, will confer a favour, and help the sale of 
it. We do this, too, partly from charitable motives. 
For the Dr. has only the income of about $4,900 per 
annum! A man with so small a stipend cannot af- 
ford the loss of a penny. We hope the Dr. will 
realize enough by the profits on the sale of the 
book, to meet the dues to the Bible Society. 


_—f>— -— 

WARNING TO SABBATH BREAKERS. 

On Sunday the 8th inst. Mr. William Wilson, of 
Vernon, (N. J.) went out in the morning to catch 
some fish, and while standing on the edge of the 
creek, engaged in fishing, his feet slipped, and he 
fell into the water. Before assistance could be pro- 
cured, his spirit was before the bar of his God. He 
has left a wife and five children. Goshen Patriot. 


WARNING TO FRIDAY BREAKERS. 
Prom the Connecticut Mirror, July 11. 

The Rey. Elisha B. Cook, Pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church in Manchester, (formerly Oxford) 
was drowned last Friday afternoon, in crossing a 
brook, while returning from a neighbour’s, whom he 


had been assisting in gathering hishay. This must 
be one of the most afflicting strokes that could be 
laid on the Society: for ne was beloved, and re- 
spected as a good pastor should be by the people of 
his charge. We have not yet heard more particulars 
of this very melancholy occurrence. 

REMARKS. 

“ The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God.” Mr. Wilson was drowned on the first day of 
the week, and the Rev. Mr. Cook, on the sixth day- 
But neither of them on the Jewish Sabbath. The 
Christian’s Sabbath is every day! 
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